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Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex

9 Mayfield Place

Eastbourne , East Sussex BN22 8XJ 

01323 646866 derrick.coffee@talk21.com. 0795 1084436

26th January, 2018.
Dear Katy Bourne,

Road Casualties – East Sussex

I am writing on behalf of Campaign for Better Transport - East Sussex (CBT E Sx) on the above subject to share thoughts, and determine the latest thinking locally nationally and internationally on strategies to eradicate the high and sustained levels of ‘killed and seriously injured’ casualties on the county’s roads.

The last three years have seen a running total of: 351 (2014-15); 371 (2015-16) and 376 (2016 – 17). Among these were 20/24/28 fatalities. There has been no significant change in the scale of these tragic events over the last 10 years. 

The above represents a failure to remove the causes of the tragedies and misery suffered by families, friends, work colleagues and communities. At the same time, numbers of ‘traffic police’ have decreased.
We can say the following:
All elected members and officers of local authorities agree that every effort must be made to eradicate death and injury on the roads. They all express concern. One rural councillor admitted that a lane in East Sussex was too dangerous and that this was why no-one walked down it. No remedy was suggested. 
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership data portal carries useful information on locations and categories of casualties by casualty group with breakdown of speed and drink driving related crashes. Some analysis exists.
Part of the experience of travelling on all categories of road includes conspicuously and often present, inappropriate, aggressive, threatening and dangerous driving styles of a significant minority of drivers/motorcyclists: this goes largely unchallenged: we are therefore effectively permissive of it.

All buses now carry a camera ‘fore and aft’ to record traffic conditions and driver behaviour. Police may have access to this resource. If used sufficiently and appropriately, it might help.

If casualties were significantly reduced, the burden on health services would diminish – along with the many wider costs to society. 

Allowing the casualties to continue at the present or rising levels should be deemed unacceptable. To secure anything but a marked and rapid decline in these figures, is to be permissive of unacceptable levels of casualties.
These matters raise questions – and you may already have some of the answers. Nevertheless, these below might be worth asking to gain a clearer idea of ways forward:

Would increased numbers of traffic police in marked/unmarked vehicles in Sussex lead to a decrease in casualties?

Is the increased precept intended to fund efforts to reduce casualties?

Should speed limits in both urban and rural environments be reviewed?

Should planning authorities place a greater emphasis on creating safe places and routes for pedestrian and cycling activity in which children and young people can safely develop and learn?

Should planners at district/borough, county and (especially) regional levels also be creating a common guide for new/adapted existing residential and business developments to be more easily served by all means other than the private car?

Are we examining best practice within the UK and Europe?

Do we engage sufficiently with the health and education sectors in championing lifetime health benefits of reducing car dependency?

Should we strongly challenge the ubiquity of the car and its place at the very top of the transport hierarchy?
What can be done to urgently translate the genuine and sincere concern of our politicians into far fewer – or even zero – KSIs? No-one wants these tragedies.
Politicians speak of all of this and change their script according to the audience. To car drivers (who constitute a very vocal section of the electorate) they will promise more fast roads and endless, easy parking opportunities; to concerned parents they will promise safe tranquil and beautiful places in which to grow up. Both positions are part of our culture and in many ways, contradictory. If we want to reduce the casualty figures, we clearly need to think and ‘do things differently’ and reflect in our actions the latter position and not the former.
I am sure that you will be in touch with many responsible agencies/authorities with an interest in reducing KSIs and all road casualties, and would like to know what urgent steps you and they are taking to achieve this goal.
I hope you find the perspectives and implied suggestions above helpful, and look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,

Derrick Coffee

(County Officer, Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex)
To: Katy Bourne, Police and Crime Commissioner – Sussex.
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