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PRESS RELEASE: 20 1 14 PUBLIC INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED CORE STRATEGY AMENDMENTS
New study reports: ‘STRONG CASE FOR KEEPING GLYNE GAP STATION IN LOCAL PLAN’ (1,7)
A study submitted by Campaign for Better Transport – East Sussex (CBT-E Sx), carried out by transport consultant JRC Ltd., challenges an earlier study commissioned by Rother District (RDC) and East Sussex County Councils (ESCC) that recommended deletion of the station from RDC and ESCC development plans.
Derrick Coffee, County Officer for CBT – E Sx, comments: ‘The JRC study makes a strong case for retaining Glyne Gap station in those plans and has been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate for consideration this week at the Planning Inquiry into proposed amendments to Rother District Council’s (RDC) Core Strategy.

The study concludes that the proposed deletion of the new station from RDC and ESCC forward plans would be wrong and highlights omissions and flaws in the earlier study. The main conclusions  are:
With new signalling about to be installed, the line could accommodate two trains per hour stopping at Glyne Gap and not just a single hourly service as claimed by the local authority study. Neither this, nor higher line speeds were taken into account. Experience shows that higher rates of growth follow service improvements. A further hourly service would further increase growth in passenger numbers and could lead to further reopened/new stations at West St Leonards and Stone Cross (Eastbourne). (2)
Passenger growth driven by the new M&S store would be likely to mirror the effect of the fully functioning further education college at Ore: a 100% year on year increase in passenger trips - up by almost 98,000 (3).
Huge and continuing growth in passenger numbers locally in the last 10 years (4) has been downplayed by the councils’ study. Positive revenue growth would occur in the Core Strategy ‘plan period’.

The councils’ report over estimates the numbers of passengers that would be ‘abstracted’ (lost) to Bexhill through passengers switching to Glyne Gap services. (5)
Improvement to bus, pedestrian and cycle access from Pebsham – currently poor – would lead to further growth in passenger numbers. The broader point of not thinking of the station alone but as part of a wider strategic mix of well marketed transport and urban design improvements should be considered. Topography between Pebsham and Glyne Gap is pedestrian/cycle friendly. (6)
Derrick Coffee concludes: A new station at Glyne Gap with a 2 trains per hour service is feasible and would be a useful and well used facility adding to the mix of sustainable transport opportunities, benefiting thousands of Bexhill and Hastings residents and visitors for generations to come. It could play an important part too in reducing dependence on the car and solving local congestion problems. It could facilitate different and less car dependent models of development.
We believe that this report builds on the earlier but in our view ‘incomplete’ RDC commissioned report and takes it forward to its final and proper destination.
Derrick Coffee.

Notes for Editor:

1. Review of Glyne Gap Business case – JRC Ltd

2. Para 194 of Review

3. Para 175 of Review

4. Para 173 (Table)

5. Para 163 e of Review

6. Paras 181 – 186.

7. Submission to Public Inquiry
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