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PRESS RELEASE – IMMEDIATE 30.4.13.
DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT RELEASES RECOMMENDATIONS TO MINISTERS ON LINK ROAD FUNDING

Speaking for the Hastings Alliance, Derrick Coffee said: 

‘After a wait of 10 months, and following a successful appeal to the Information Commissioner, the Department for Transport (DfT) has finally released information requested by the Hastings Alliance. 
We can now read the recommendations made by its officials to their ministers just days before Chancellor Osborne brushed aside the DfT and threw the money at his and Amber Rudd’s risky and damaging Link Road. There was no clear recommendation for the Link Road.
It is clear that pressure from chancellor Osborne forced the decision so it would be part of the 2012 budget statement. That also meant that another option – which never saw the light of day, but was revealed in the disclosed documents  - was not properly considered. This option was for development of a package of alternative transport measures that would benefit the area, and could provide a sustainable alternative to the car based development model, now the only show in town. (1)

Instead, with the Link Road, rail and bus services will have to play catch up for decades into the future, with a heavily subsidised ‘car commuter’ route encouraging short car trips, and a real possibility of more local taxpayers’ money called on to fund more roads needed to connect with the Link Road.
Documents already released by the DfT show the Link Road as offering low value for money, and a quarter of the jobs claimed by the road’s promoters. (2)
It’s a dirty road too: the worst for CO2 emissions of all 45 English schemes under development. (3). In the next day few days, CO2 levels are likely to rise above 400 parts per million for the first time ever. (US Earth Systems Research Laboratory, Hawaii). This is of no concern to the promoters – including Greg Barker, MP for Bexhill and Battle – our minister for climate change.
The valley has already been badly damaged, but the real and permanent damage could be about to happen. That is in spite of the strong evidence that shows how shaky is the promoters’ case for the BHLR. For decision makers happy to inhabit an ‘evidence free zone’ that, shamefully, doesn’t matter. Alternatively, it is within their power to stop the madness. ‘We could have had a showcase: we’re being offered a basket case’ concluded Derrick Coffee.
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1. Disclosed document 14th March; 2. Annex 3 Evidence Review; 3. CO2 Emissions/value for money scattergraph from DfT stats.
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